RUSSIA AND THE WEST IN IRAN

dominated and a non-Soviet political unit. The Communists may, in
view of this theory, be perfectly sincere when they infiltrate and im-
pose their will in the form of an extorted treaty on a hitherto inde-
pendent nation and at the same time pretend that this nation is free
and is linked with Russia only by "contractual relations." The ap-
plication of this theory to the Mohammedan countries adjacent to
Russia may have far-reaching political consequences.

ORGANIZATION OF ORIENTAL REVOLUTION

Once the Soviet form of government was established in Russia,
the Bolsheviks proceeded without delay to organi/c revolution in the
Middle East, in order to avail themselves of the great "reserves" in
colonies and semicolonies, of which Lenin so eloquently spoke. The
first step was to convince the colonial peoples that in the new Russia
they had a staunch friend and a disinterested ally. Two official proc-
lamations served this purpose. The first was the "Declaration of
Rights of die Peoples of Russia," issued in November, 1917, and
signed by Stalin and Lenin. The second was the proclamation ad-
dressed "To All the Toiling Moslems of Russia and the East," and
published under Stalin's and Lenin's signatures in Pravda on De-
cember 5, 1917.

These two declarations expressed the basic Soviet policy toward
the East. While containing tactical slogans such as self-determination
and religious freedom, calculated to win over the oriental masses to
the Soviet cause, they also gave a frank statement of Soviet aims,
namely, war on Western imperialism and the refashioning of the
world.

Both declarations were significant and important, as enunciations
of principles and strategy, yet they could not be regarded as all-
sufficient. What was required was a constant stream of tactically
well-conceived propaganda addressed to oriental peoples. A large
team of professional propagandists and revolutionaries was needed
to penetrate the nerve centers of the Moslem world and incite the
masses toward anti-imperialist revolution. First, however, one had
to train the agitators themselves. Toward this goal the Soviet State
made impressive strides from the very beginning.
First of all there was a Commissariat for Nationalities headed by
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